




End of Song



LEADS TO SERVICE
HUMILITY

1 Pet 5:5–7



Humility—An Elusive Trait
• God expects his people to be humble (Prov 29:23; Mic 6:8; Phil 2:3–

4; Col 3:12–13; Jas 4:10; 1 Pet 3:8; 5:5–7).

• The measure of greatness is, according to Jesus, humility, and the 
greatest men who have lived were humble servants of God and 
others (Matt 23:11–12; cf. Num 12:3; Eph 3:8–9; Matt 11:29).

• Humbling ourselves before God and others is challenging because 
we often do not judge ourselves rightly (Prov 13:10; 26:12; Gal 6:3; 
cf. Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 10:12; 2 Cor 13:5).
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you’ve lost it.  (E. D. Hulse)
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Humility is to make a right estimate of one’s self. 
(Charles Spurgeon)



The Problem of Pride
• Pride can be wholesome (others-focused) or hurtful (self-

focused); we cannot be humble if we nurture the bad kind of pride 
(Prov 16:5; Ps 10:4; cf. Rom 15:17; 1 Cor 15:31; 2 Cor 7:4, 14).

•We tend to take pride in our possessions, our power (or position), 
and our performance (1 John 2:15–17; Dan 4:29–37; Luke 18:9–14).

• To eradicate pride, we must think rightly about God and others 
and accept divine instruction (Job 38:1–42:6; Rom 12:3–10; cf. 1 Cor 
12:12–27; Phil 2:3–11; 2 Cor 12:7–10; cf. vv. 1–6).
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They that know God will be humble, and they that know 
themselves, cannot be proud. (John Flavel)
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Humility is not thinking less of yourself 
but thinking of yourself less. (C. S. Lewis)



Clothing Ourselves with Humility
• God demands that we cover ourselves with the garb of a servant; 

without humility, we are spiritually naked (1 Pet 5:5; cf. Rev 3:17).

• Though he is the Lord (Master) of everything, Jesus clothed 
himself with the garments of a slave and served others—even 
dying shamefully on the cross (Phil 2:5–8; cf. John 13:1–17).

•We humble ourselves before God by demonstrating our complete 
dependence on him and serving others as Jesus served us (1 Pet 
5:5–7; cf. 4:7–11; 3:8–12; Phil 2:3–4).
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If you plan to build a tall house of virtues, you must first lay deep 
foundations of humility. (Augustine)
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Humility of heart is the first step of salvation. 
(Zac Poonen)
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